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Welcome Back

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you
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back to your campuses. With band and football season
well under way, [ am sure all of your fall schedules are
beginning to fill up quickly. Firstlet me thank you for
taking the time to continue to read the VCMEP. This
month’s issue will discuss tradition. This month is also
the debut of the “History of College Bands™ series.
Each month, in concert with the biennial
celebration of the history of college bands, the VCMEP

will feature a lesson about college band history.

Traditions

In college band:

In college bands there are many things that are
considered traditions. For college marching bands,
traditions could mean rehearsal ritual, the bus ride to away
games, a pre-game entrance, school songs or a famous
formation. It is imperative as college band members that
we keep these traditions close to our heart. Remember
that college band traditions start with the performance of
the band. The sound, precision and execution of the band
are up to the band. We as members of Kappa Kappa Psi
are fundamentally responsible for keeping the tradition of
excellence in our bands performances going. We need to
make sure our fellow band members are playing and
performing at their best — our leadership starts with how
we perform and help others perform. The audience
always appreciates a great band performance.

Bands have their own internal traditions that make
them unique. From traditions that stem from band camp
or individual sections, these are traditions that make the
band a family. Please remember that these traditions are
here simply to enhance the experience of college band,

not define it. These traditions that we all hold close to our
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Christine Beason, Assistant Director of Bands at Quincy

University and North Central District Governor opens
the series discussing the humble military beginnings of
college bands and the great John Philip Sousa.

The VCMEP needs YOUR band history! If you
are interested in your band history or would like to see a
history lesson about a certain part of college band history

please email me at derricki@kkpsi.org.

hearts are nothing without the band’s performance being
the focus. The band’s excellent performance is the
building block that makes all internal traditions possible.
In your chapter:

Each active chapter is filled with tradition also.
Your chapter name is the beginning of that tradition by
defining when you entered Kappa Kappa Psi’s history.
The brothers who chartered Kappa Kappa Psi are the
foundation. It is your responsibility as active brothers of
Kappa Kappa Psi to protect the tradition they started.
Change is evident, so traditions in chapters change over
time. The needs of our college bands change so we must
change to better serve our bands. The needs and make-up
of chapter members also change. We must be strong
enough as brothers to recognize change as a positive. Do
not be afraid of change. I encourage you to examine your
chapter traditions and ask yourself the question: Is this
activity making my chapter or band better? Or is it
something that we do because we always do it? Being
able to self evaluate and make hard changes is a sign of a
grcat chapter.






