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Fall colors are here!

We are ten short months away from National Convention. [ hope
you are still continuing to set aside funds for the trip to Arizona.
National President Dr. Malinda Matney has been fine tuning the
agenda and planning a convention you will not want to miss.

This month I would like to focus on motivation! The History of
College Bands also makes a return this month with information
about the Texas Tech bands by Brandon Gross from the Alpha
Omicron chapter at Texas Tech University. This is part one of a

two-part series.

Motivation

The month of October has always seemed to be one of preparation.
As band members, we are preparing music for end of the year
performances now. Many of us are also in the mid-season of
marching band. This can be a time of the year where practices can
seem longer, embouchures can feel like rubber, and music can get
blurry. Midterm studying makes it harder to stay focused on music.
Many band members can become tired and frustrated about the daily

grind of band practice and performance.

This is where we as Kappa Kappa Psi Brothers must step in become
the positive part of band participation and help motivate our fellow
band members. Our purposes distinctly illustrate our key role in the
success of a college band. We must make sure our fellow band

members do not fall into the negative trap some do at this busy time

of vear. I would like to highlight a few tips towards staving positive:

1. Plan a fun event for the band NOT related to recruiting

http://www.kkpsi.org

Virtual Continuing Membership

Education Program

"y
* 5
*

*"

&y

I need YOUR band history for the 2009 January edition! If you are
interested in publicizing vour band history or would like to see a
history lesson about a particular part of college band history please

send me an email at derrick(@kkpsi.org.

2. Don’t allow a few small mistakes change the tone of a daily
rehearsal

If a mistake is made at rehearsal, let your band director point it out
and move on. If you can provide some assistance to fixing the
problem do that instead of drawing attention to it. Don’t take things

personally.

3. Learn your music parts —as early as possible!

Whether it is concert band or marching band, the best thing vou can
do for a band director is not to “practice” during a rehearsal.
Rehearsal time 1s where your band director should be able to
articulate his or her interpretation of the piece you are performing. 1
like to think of band rehearsal as a time to learn everyone else’s part.

Too many times they are correcting mistakes that could be fixed by

Planning something fun for the band will energize everyone and break the musician sitting down and practicing on their own. You will be
the day to day routine. Your fellow band members will appreciate the

break.

surprised how smoothly a rehearsal can go if you are prepared.

Upcoming events and dates:
November 1 — Spring 2009 PODIUM

Submissions due

December 1 — Fall Activity Report due January 15 — Nominations for National Council

January 1 — Awards applications due due

January 1 — Interactive Psi applications due










