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Fall is here!

The temperature in Columbus Ohio is finally dropping
meaning fall is FINALLY here! For many chapters that
means dues were just collected, it is about the halfway
point in the band season and now it is time to recruit.
This month’s VCMEP will focus on recruiting and what
vour chapter can do beyond the “smoker” or rush you

have planned to spark interest from band members.

The History of College Bands section features legendary

Going Beyond the rush events

One of the most important activities that we do every year
is recruiting. Each chapter is unique in what they do to
generate interest in their fellow band students.

Generating a positive image 1s the number one goal. It
should be your goal when recruiting to show what it
means to be a brother of Kappa Kappa Psi on your
campus. Show band members how your chapter (and the
national fraternity) enhances every band member’s
experience. Demonstrate the love you have for college
bands and the drive vou all have as a chapter to make

vour band program a success.

Smokers, interest or info meetings are common names of
recruiting events. This is where chapters put on the best
display of what Kappa Kappa Psi is at their school. The
often overlooked question is: what about after the smoker
is over? It is imperative that you examine your conduct
before and after your rush activities. Don’t just wear
letters on rush days. Wear those letters proudly on other
days as well. Don’t just give extra effort in band during

vour recruiting period. Potential members are watching

Upcoming events and dates:

November — National Month of Musicianship

November 1st- Spring 2008 PODIUM submission deadline

November 4th- Installation of Houston Baptist Colony

December 1 —Fall Activity Reports are due

http://www kkpsi.org

Virtual Continuing Membership

Education Program

band director William Revelli. Brittany Pack, Chapter
Historian for the Nu Chapter at the University of
Michigan, teaches us about his life and contributions to

college bands.

The VCMEP needs YOUR band history! If you are
interested in promoting vour band history or would like
to see a history lesson about a certain part of college

band history please email me at derrick@kkpsi.org.

vou throughout the vear. Represent Kappa Kappa Psi in a
positive nature all the time and you will be surprised by

the response of vour band members.

Before you plan an event, I encourage you to sit down as
a chapter and ask vourselves: What positive
contributions does Kappa Kappa Psi make on your band
program? Or what would the band program be like
without the fraternity?

These are tough questions to ask, but if answered
truthfully they will help assess the effectiveness of vour
chapter. Identifying vour true identity as a chapter will
determine what best approach to use when recruiting.
You cannot simply turn on the charm or window dressing
and be a great chapter. This 1s why brothers sometimes
quit after one year. Chapters spend the entire recruiting
time creating this fagade of what they really are. Be
cautious of this and you will bring in members who you

will have Brothers for a lifetime.

January 1 — AEA Scholarship and all national award
deadline

December 1-2 — Chapter Field Representative Interviews
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