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Fall Home Stretch

The fall is coming to an end. As you prepare for your
winter break from school keep in mind some important
dates. Your Fall Activity Report must be
POSTMARKED and sent to National Headquarters by
December 1st. The form does require your chapter
sponsors signature so do plan in advance to get that
accomplished. Also, all AEA Scholarship and National
Awards applications are due January 1st. If you have a
3.5 GPA or better, I encourage you to go to kkpsi.org and

learn more about this excellent program.

November is a very special month for Kappa Kappa Psi.
It is National Month of Musicianship! In honor of this

month and the month of our founding, I am devoting the
remainder of the VCMEP to the celebration of our
founding band program. Clinton Wieden, Past SWD
President and Alpha Chapter brother writes about the
history of the Oklahoma State Band Program. I learned a
great deal about the band and I hope you do also.

The VCMEP needs YOUR band history! If vou are
interested in your band history or would like to sec a
history lesson about a certain part of college band history
please email me at derrick(@kkpsi.org.

The History of College Bands

With Clinton Wieden, Past SWD President and Alpha Chapter Brother

The story of the Oklahoma State University bands
began in 1905, when a student named Harry Dean
organized the first band at Oklahoma A&M College. This
original group of 22 supplied their own instruments and
uniforms. In the first years of the ensemble, it was only a
concert band, but later gained an affiliation with the
college’s ROTC program, creating a marching band. The
band rehearsed in Williams Hall and occasionally
performed at athletic events and pep rallies. Over the next
10 years, the band would see seven different directors: Mr.
Wood, Lloyd Wood, H.A. Ide, E. Carroll Beach, H.D.
Strother, Clark C. Porter, and Frank Miller.

In 1915, the music programs were in a precarious
position following the death of the director of music and

departure of the band director. Instead of replacing only

the band director, college president J.W. Cantwell now
needed to find someone to oversee the entire department.
Cantwell believed that this was the time to develop and
expand the music department, and he took advantage of the
situation by hiring Bohumil Makovsky, a well-known
Oklahoma City musician, to fill both openings.

President Cantwell had initially approached Boh only
about filling the vacant band director position, but later
asked him to serve as head of the music department. Boh’s
reluctance to accept the post nearly caused him to resign,
but with Cantwell’s urging and assistance, he took the

position and began his 28-year association with Oklahoma
A&M College.

Upcoming events and dates: January 1 — AEA Scholarship and all national award

November — National Month of Musicianship deadline

December 1 — Fall Activity Reports are due

December 1-2 — Chapter Field Representative Interviews









