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Hazing at its worst
On February 11th, 2008 National Executive

Director Lt. Col. Alan Bonner sent the national council

February 2008

an email detailing serious hazing allegations. The band
director sadly discovered that these allegations did in
fact happen and the National Council expelled this
chapter and its members from the fraternity.
NOWHERE in the purposes, ideas or Mission of Kappa
Kappa Psi 1s there a place for hazing. It is unacceptable

behavior... period!

Brothers, it is imperative that we continue to
keep our Membership Education Programs (MEP)
positive and inspirational to our perspective members.
We are the mentors and molders of future brothers.
Hurting a fellow band member either mentally or

physically is never the way to make a better musician.
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With Dr. Malinda Matney

What happens in a chapter investigation?

When the National Council receives a credible report of a
violation of national policies, it determines if an
investigation should take place. If an investigation is
started, a few steps take place:

» The chapter is suspended. This 1s not a punitive
suspension, but rather a freezing of chapter activity to
focus all efforts on moving through the investigation as
quickly as reasonable.

» An investigation visit takes place. The National Council
sends a representative of the National Fraternity (typically
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Virtual Continuing Membership

Education Program

This months VCMEP will focus on hazing. Next month
we will return to the series on creating chapter MEP’s.
In place of the history of college bands series, I would
like to reprint an article printed in 2005 by then VPCM
and current National President Dr. Malinda Matney
about what happens during an investigation. Please
remember that being a member of Kappa Kappa Psi is a
privilege and we should do our diligence to maintain that
privilege for future generations. It is healthy for our
membership to discuss hazing and the membership
process. Next month when district conventions begin, I
encourage you to open dialogue with your fellow
bandmembers about activities in the MEP that mentor,
inspire and promote brotherhood. No one person,
council, district or chapter has the right answer but only

together we can make each other better.

a Council member, Trustee, or Governor) to conduct an
investigation. During this investigation, the representative
may interview members or non-members and ask for
copies of relevant documents. In some cases, the Fraternity
may wait for a campus to complete its investigation, and
may use the findings of that investigation to avoid
duplicate efforts on everyone’s part.

*» The National Council discusses the findings of the
investigation. The National Council will consider a variety
of perspectives in interpreting findings and deciding on

future action.

Upcoming events and dates: March 28-30 — Western District Convention, Boise State University

February 29 - Western Michigan University Colony Installation

March 14-16 — Northeast District Convention, Virginia Tech University







